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To all Members of the Fishery Industry: 


With this issue of FISHERY MARKET NEWS the Bureau of 
Fisheries is beginning the periodic release of a current 
review of fishery market information. The need for such 
a service for our fishery interests haa long been evident 
but, obviously, this need has increased in recent years as 
competition in the marketing of fishery commodities has 
become keener. 


Fortunately, facilities for the preparation and dis- 
semination of such a review have been developed through 
the Fishery Market News Service. The same service also 
has made available additional and valuable sources of 
market data. This will be understood when it is observed 
that the Market News Service is now collecting comprehen- 
sive data used in the issuance of daily trade releases 
fran its offices in New York City, Boston, Chicage, and 
Seattle, and within the next few months will begin simi- 
lar activities in Jacksonville, Florida. In recent 
months the daily service in Chicago has been supplemented 
by monthly summaries, and, as time and facilities permit, 
the other offices also will prepare and release monthly 
summarized reports. 


Specifically, the periodic report now being inaugu- 
rated will include summarized data, made available through 
the Market News Service, on movement and prices of fish- 
ery commodities; data on the current status of production 
and stocks on hand of fishery commodities; articles re- 
lating to the fisheries prepared by members of the Bu- 
reau's staff, members of the industry, or other interested 
parties; excerpts or abstracts from Bureau or other pub- 
lications relating to the fisheries; and related informa- 
tion. 


It is our aim to present in this publication market 
information which will be of timely interest and value to 
the fishery trade and allied activities. 





Commissioner 
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FISHERY MARKET NEWS SERVICE AIDS INDUSTRY IN MANY WAYS 
By Andrew W. Anderson, Fishery Marketing Specialist 


U. S. Bureau of Fisheries 


Five years ago the Fishery Market News Service was merely an idea. Three years ago 
support from the industry appeared in the form of a resolution passed by the Middle Atlan- 
tic Fisheries Association and in statements from the trade. A year and a half ago, through 
the work of Congressman S. 0. Bland,Chairman of the Committee on Merchant Marine and Fish- 
eries, House of Representatives, the Seventy-Fifth Congress appropriated funds for a fish- 
ery market news service and, within the past year, it became a reality. 


The first daily report, with its condensed record of the activities of the local 
Salt-water Market and Peck Slip, as well as information from Boston, appeared in New York 
City February 14, 1938. Back of that first effort lay a long period devoted to planning, 
selecting, and training personnel; organizing an office; establishing trade contacts; and, 
finally, issuing preliminary reports. Adapting the experience of the Department of Agri- 
culture Market News Service where possible, and weighing the suggestions of the trade, the 
first report represented a concrete effort on the part ‘of the Bureau of Fisheries to as- 
sist in the marketing of fishery products and thus aid every phase of the fishing indus- 
try. Its reception, as evidenced by comments from all sections of the trade and all parts 
of the country, indicated that the service was needed and appreciated. 


As quickly as personnel could be trained and offices established additional reports 
appeared, each new link strengthening and making more complete the information fram the 
chain of offices. The familiar green report from New York was followed by a biue counter- 
part from Boston, yellow from Chicago and pink from Seattle. Jacksonville, its office al- 
ready established, soon is to add a buff report to the list. 


The Fishery Market News Service aims to present accurate, complete, factual informa- 
tion as currently as possible. Its obvious purposes--to apprise the producer and shipper 
of terminal market supplies and prices, and to make known to the wholesale dealer the pro- 
duction in fishing areas and the prices and supplies in competing consuming centers--have 
been achieved to a considerable degree in the past year, judging by letters in the Bu- 
reau's files. 


In addition to the primary uses of the Service there has came to light a number of 
lesser known ways in which it has been of assistance to the industry. Without doubt, the 
daily reports have served to promote a better understanding between producers and whole- 
salers. With a daily unbiased report containing information on market supplies and prices 
the fisherman has a check on his probable return. The lot of the unscrupulous dealer is 
made harder--padded returns to gain the fisherman es a shipper as well as insufficient re- 
turns to deprive him of his just due are rendered more obvious. What the fisherman may 
consider a low return is often verified by the report revealing conditions--such as an 
oversupply of another species--that caused the depressed price. Again, a discerning fish- 
erman can note, and the price quotations will bear out the contentions of wholesalers, 
that a low return often is the result of haphazard packing, no grading as to size or qual- 
ity, and a general nonconformity to the demands of the market. This day-by-day reitera- 
tion of facts slowly is bringing to the attention of the fishermen the point that the 
wholesalers have their marketing problems, and likewise, to the dealers, that perhaps the 
fishermen have had some just cause for their complaints. 


The factual and current aspects of the information issued have been of considerable 
aid to businesses dealing with the industry. For exemple, transportation companies, in 
settling claims due to damage or the delayed arrival of fishery products are spared the 
necessity of checking numerous dealers' books to ascertain a fair price for-settlement. 
Banks and cold storage companies have found it more feasible to make loans on frozen fish- 
ery products with the current holdings and prices readily available. Fishery supply con- 
cerns have their agents or salesmen receive the reports so they may keep in close touch 
with market conditions and be better able to serve their customers. Universities have re- 
quested complete files of reports for economic studies while promoters of advertising cam- 
paigns in both the fisheries and allied fields have found the reports valuable. 

M22 
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A number of libraries in fishery centers maintain complete files of all reports. 
Fishery trade papers excerpt information and interpret it from the local viewpoint... Daily 
papers use the information with the marine news as a record of local port activities, in 
weekly fishery food articles on the women's page, and, through the press associations, to 
furnish a record of distant market prices for their local fishery products. 


Strange as it may seem, when vessels fish on distant grounds the owners often get 
heir first indication of a catch and where and when the vessel landed through a Market 
ews report. And more than one captain fishing in southern waters has: scanned the reports 

of landings in northern ports to determine the proper time to head northward. The shore 
fisherman follows a somewhat similar procedure. Noting the daily receipts in the New York 
market and the States from which they are received, it is a simple matter to follow the 
course of the migrating species and have all gear in readiness for their arrival. In a 
like manner dealers heave used this same daily record to do their buying in areas where 
supplies are plentiful, and to prepare facilities at points where fish soon are due. 


Statistically, the Service also has been exceptionally valuable. The mere listing of 
the speciss received in the various terminal markets has provided fishermen with new out- 
lets, and buyers, in inland centers, with more convenient sources of supply. The break- 
down of receipts into species, origin, and method of transportation has provided hithertc 
unavailable information useful to economists in market studies, to biologists in conserva 
tion work, and to the trade in promoting remedial legislation. 


g e first year of the Service draws to a close, the initial monthly summaries an 
igures are becoming available, in many cases. providing the only accurate indica-~ 
of the value and potential importance of the fishery industry to the locality in 
8 it exists. 
RETAIL MARKETING OF FISH IN NEW YORK CITY 
i very interesting Fanci jig entitled "A Report on Retail Fresh Fish Marketing in 
New rk City, With a I oe on the Consumer Fish Dollar", was Fereneed by the Cor 


Vv 


umers S ice | sete Ry Department of Markets, City of New York, during December 
The report is based upon a survey which included the various groups engaged in the retail 
sale of fish, such as independent fish stores, butchers, chain stores, general markets and 
city public markets. Hotels, restaurants, and institution supply houses were not covered 
by the survey. Retail outlets were grouped into three separate categories for the purpoms 
of tabulation and discussion. These were: (1) Jewish fish stores; (2) stores selling to 
mixed nationalities; and (3) the city-operated Park Avenue market. There follows a tabu- 
lar statement of the average daily percentage of the total weekly volume of sales of fish 
stores of each of these groups: 


1938, 


Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 





Jewish fish stores 24 7 7 44 18 0 
ctcres selling to mixed 

nationalities 4 + 12 10 67 3 
Park Avenue market 10 14 17 18 25 16 


It will be observed that more than two-thirds of the total weekly sales through 
Jewish retail stores occur on Monday and Thursday with Friday of reasonable importance. 
Stores catering to mixed nationalities concentrate two-thirds of their sales to Friday 
alone, with only minor quantities being sold on other days in the week. The greatest daily 

niformity in retail sales occurs in the Park Avenue market where the heaviest sales, 
amounting to one-fourth of the week's volume, are made on Friday, and the most restricted 
sales are on Monday when 10 percent of the weekly volume is moved. It should be brought 
out that the Park Avenue market was built by the Department of Markets in 1936 and houses 
thirty-five retail merchants who were formerly fish peddlers. 


A separate enumeration of the average daily percentage of the total weekly volume of 
sales through butcher stores shows more than ninety percent of the weekly sales occurring 
on Friday, with Wednesday following with nearly five percent, and Thursaday slightly more 
than three percent. Retail sales through stores selling to mixed nationalities ‘and 
through the Park Avenue market consist principally of salt-water fish, while sales by 
Jewish retail stores are approximately seventy-five percent fresh-water fish. 


1/42 
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A second most important phase of the study was the breakdown of the consumer's dollar 
as reflected in sales through each of the general groups of fish retailers. These data 
are presented in the following table: 




















Jewish fish stores Stores selling to Park Avenue market 
mixed nationalities 
Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Average volume, sales 
per week 1,200 : 3,000 
Cents Percent Cents reent Cents Percent 
per lb. of total per ib. mf total perilb. of total 
Producers gross margin 6,888 37.59 4,52" 35,07 3,833 49,16 
Transportation costs 2.976 16.24 1.182 9.16 1.072 13.75 
Wholesalers gross margin 1.456 7.95 3) 6.05 678 8.70 
Retailers gross margin _7.004 38.22 24 49.72 2.214 28.39 
Average price to consumer 18.324 100.00 12.909 100.00 7.797 100,00 
It will be observed that in each instance the most important segments of the con- 
sumer's dollar go to the producer of the fish and the retailer, with much smaller incre- 
ments to transportation companies and the wholesaler. However, it also is important 
to note the variation in the retailer's margin in the several groups of retail concerns. 


For instance, retail stores selling to mixed nationalities receive the greatest mergin, 
amounting to nearly half the final cost to the consumer. This relatively high mark-up 

is unquestionably due to the fact that retail stores in this group confine most of their 
sales to a single day in the week, while their overhead costs continue throughout the 
week. Jewish retail stores receive a margin of nearly forty percent of the consumer's 
dollar, and show a smaller margin unquestionably resulting from the fact that. their sales 
are spread over more days in the week than dealers selling to the mixed nationalities. 
The amallest margin of the consumer's dollar received by the retailer is in the case of 
Park Avenue stand holders, who receive less than three-tenths of each dollar. The low 
margin on which these latter dealers operate appears to be she direct result of a better 
distribution of overhead costs resulting fram. the even spread of fish sales throughout the 
week. 


Spanish mackerel:--There was a large "run" of small Spanish mackerel in Chesapeake Bay 
durins 1937, which sold at very low prices. Another large "run" occurred in 1938, with 
the individual fish averaging larger and prices improved. Commercial catches-were taken as 
far up the Bay as Rock Hall in Kent County, Md. 





Striped bass:--The catches of this relatively high-priced fish, known locally as "rock", 
have been consistently increasing in recent years. In many cases this species now is 
responsible for the largest cash item of operators of gill nets fishing well up the rivers. 


Shad:--In general, the’ shad fishery in Virginia during 1938 was characterized by amall 
catches and low prices. Individual fish also were smali, roes (females) probably averag- 
ing no more than 3 pounds each as compared with normal weights of 4 to 4$ pounds. The 
best catches were made in Mathews and Gloucester Counties; in fact, the catches in this 
area by pound nets were above average. 





Menhaden:=-The catch of menhaden, which are used exclusively for reduction into oil and 
meal or scrap, decreased by probably 20 percent in Virginia during 1938 as compared with 
the preceding year. 


Many of the menhaden operators installed power in their purse boats during the past 
year. Danger of fouling the webbing has been eliminated by placing the propellor and rud- 
der forward in a "well". 


Other fish:--Spot and croakers were more plentiful in both 1937 and 1938 than normal. 
1/82. 
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Bluefish were scarce and sport catches so restricted that many men catering to fish- 
ing parties experienced a poor season. 


The catch of alewives, "river herring", decreased by probably as much as 10 percent 
in 1938 as compared with the preceding year. 


Hard crabs:--There were large catches of hard crabs in lower Chesapeake Bay regions but 
farther northward catches were small until late in the season. Prices were generally low. 


Soft crabs:--Soft crabs usually were plentiful during the 1938 season, but prices low. 
The heavy rains in July with accompanying muddy freshets killed most of the peeler crabs 
then in tne hands of shedding concerns, resulting in financial losses. 


Oysters:=-During the past fall oysters have been reported to be abundent and the quality 
excellent. The planters in Chincoteague Bay reported that their “salts” were of better 
quality than for many years. Most of these latter oysters are shipped in the shell, but 
the few that have been snucked yielded 8 to 9 pints per bushel. 


NEW ENGLAND VESSEL LANDINGS INCREASE 


Landings of fish by fishing vessels at the ports of Boston and Gloucester, Mass., and 
Portland, Maine, during the first eleven months of 1938 were 4 percent greater than those 
for the same period last year. The increase would have been somewhat greater had not 
inclement weather conditions late in the year retarded activities of ‘the fishing fleet. 
Landings of pollock, mackerel, swordfish, whiting, and rosefish increased during the first 
eleven months of the year, while those of cod, haddock, hake, cusk, halibut,and flounders 
decreased. Although landings of fresh mackerel totaled 18,887,000 pounds during the first 
eleven months of the year as compared with 8,200,000 pounds in the same period of 1937, 
the total catch for the year was far below normal, since the landings of fresh mackerel 
averaged over 31,000,000 pounds for the eleven months' period during the five. ysars ending 
with 1936. 


Deliveries of rosefish at the three ports were unusually large during the first ten 
months of the year and it is possible the total landings for the year, when campiled, will 
show an increase over those for 1936 when the record catch of 66,592,000 pounds was 
landed. Landings of rosefish during November amounted to only 3,940,000 pounds as compared 
with 5,746,000 pounds in the previous month and 8,319,000 pounds in November 1937. However, 
the total receipts of rosefish during the first eleven months of 1938 are 11,000,000 
pounds greater than those for the same period last year and 2,250,000 pounds greater than 
those for 1936. 


Decreased landings during the latter part of the year stimulated movements of fish 
from cold storage and strengthened prices in general; however, the market for frozen 
halibut and salmon has been slow, with prices for these species low. 


POUND NET FISHERIES SHOW INCREASED YIELD IN MASSACHUSETTS 


While production statistics are not yet available, it is reported that the volume of 
the catch of fish by pound nets showed a nominal increase in 1938. More than 80 percent 
of the pound nets of the State are operated off the shore of Barnstable County. Many of 
these nets were damaged in the September storm and others were being pulled in early in 
November for storage until spring. 


SOFT CLAM INDUSTRY IMPROVES IN MASSACHUSETTS 


The soft clam industry in Massachusetts will show an increased yield in 1938, accord- 
ing to a report from the Bureau's agent in that State. This increased production is 
attributed to improvements in flats made through projects of the Public Works Administra- 
tion and by increased numbers of clam fishermen. 
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WILL THERE BE FRESH ATLANTIC MACKEREL IN JANUARY? 


At old Aptuxet, shades of former Dutch pioneer traders looked down on the waters of 
the Cape Cod Canal one day and saw a fleet of new pioneers sailing proudly West. The day 
was December 29, 1938; the fleet., eleven mackerel seiners from Gloucester. By their names, 
these seining vessels suggested the spirit of pioneering from the time of Columbus down to 
the present day: Santa Maria, Salvatore, Serafina, Rosemarie, Josephine & Mary, Alden, 
Alicia, Old Glory, Frankie & Rose, and Western Explorer. 











This small fleet had good reason to sail so proudly that day. Behind them, they were 
leaving a year of splendid accomplishment. All of them were members of a larger fleet of 
about 65 vessels which were instrumental in -making the New England mackerel catch more 
than double what it was the previous year. They had all taken part in fishing activities 
which raised the December mackerel landings to over 1,500,000 pounds, probably the. best 
December on record for this species. Two of them, the Santa Maria end the Western Explor- 
er, had startled all of New England by catching, in special purse seines, nearly 700,000 
pounds of tuna for canning, thereby setting off what will most likely be a new fishing en- 
deavor for Gloucester men. The Santa Maria made history in 1938, for she had continued 
her 1937 mackerel fishing activities into vanuary, a feat never known before. 





As this small fleet of eleven vessels left the old year, with all its accomplisiments, 
behind them, they were sailing into a New Year as they passed by Aptuxet. With the Santa 
Maria leading them, they were started on a great pioneering adventure: a real fleet, 
bound for the waters off Block Island, and another try at mackerel in January. If each 
one of these vessels could repeat what the Santa Maria did in 1938, the mackerel landings 
for Januery 1939 would be almost 2,000,000 pounds. Perhaps this fleet in the New Year 
will give us the beginning of fresh mackerel in quantity regularly during the entire year. 





LONG ISLAND OYSTERS PRODUCE WIDELY VARYING YIELDS 


The Bureau's Long Island agent reports yields of oysters in Suffolk County during 
1938 varying from 5’ pints to as much as 9 and even 10 pints per bushel. The low yields 
are attributed by some oystermen to “just an off season", while others believe it is due 
to the sanding of the oyster beds following the recent hurricane. Some oystermen report 
that seed they have planted has become completely covered. 


SOUTHERN SHRIMP TAKEN OFF LONG ISLAND 


The capture of considerable quantities of one of the two commercial species of south- 
ern shrimp, Peneus brasiliensis, was recently reported by Long Island fishermen. In the 
cases reported to the Bureau, capture was effected in eel pots but it was further indi- 
cated that there was greater prevalence of this crustacean in these waters than at any time 
in the recollection of New York fishermen. The belief was expressed that during November 
a profitable fishery could have been prosecuted “in the Long Island area for shrimp. 





SHAD CATCH INCREASES IN 1938 ON THE DELAWARE RIVER 


A survey conducted late in 1938 along the Delaware River in New Jersey developed the 
fact that there has been a considerable increase in the number of nets being fished for 
shad over the number. in the preceding year. This increase is attributed in part to addi- 
tional leisure time of persons in that area resulting from a tendency toward shorter work- 
ing hours and also to increased numbers of unemployed persons following fishing activities. 
In general, shad were comparatively plentiful during the 1938 season in these waters, esti- 
mates placing the catch at from 40 to 50 percent over that in the preceding year. Unfor- 
tunately, however, the shad were averaging considerably smaller than normally. This was 
especially true of roe (female) shad, which were said to have averaged about 3 pounds each 
or slightly more than bucks. The normal average for roe shad is nearer 4 pounds. 
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CHICAGO MARKET OFFERS MANY SPECIES 


is ties reaching the Chicago market during November numbered 24 varieties 


of fresh-water fish, 21 of salt-water, and 11 of shellfish and miscellaneous products. 

The mc i ta species. of fresh-water fish with respect to volume was lake trout 
with recei 635,000 pounds, an increase of almost 3 percent over October. Lake her- 
ring ws 55,000 pounds, showing an increase of 71 percent. 


Ha receipts increasing 3 percent, was the leading saltewater species with 
483,000 pounds ercent of which was frozen. Next came rosefish fillets with 133,000 
pounds, an tf 45 percent. ; 


Shrimp was the leading shellfish received, with 451,000 pounds,6 percent of which was 


frozen. This is an increase of 28 percent. Following shrimp were shucked cysters with 
128,000 pounds, representing an increase of 146 percent. 


MOTOR=TRUCK LEADING CARRIER OF FISH INTO CHICAGO 


November figures show that the motor-truck continues as the leading carrier in trans- 
porting fishery commodities to the Chicago Wholesale Market, having carried 1,550,000 


pounds or 43 percent of all receipts. In camparison with October, motor-truck receipts de- 
creased xprees accounted for 1,124,000 pounds or 32 percent of the total re- 
ceipts an increase of 1 percent over October, and rail-freight transported 
882,000 25 percent of the receipts, which is an increase of 6 percent over the 


I : n and Illinois supplied the heaviest truck enignents consisting pri- 


ma respectively; similarly, Michigan and Washington contri 
it ments, principally lake trout and frozen halibut. Louisia 
al in rail-freight with carloads consisting chiefly of shrimp and 


frozen halibut 


CHICAGO'S FISH SUPPLY FROM MANY SOURCES 


Fishery commodities reaching Chicago during November totaled 3,455,000 pounds. This 
is an increase of approximately 7 percent over October and is the largest month's receipts 
since th stablishment of the Fishery Market News Service in that city on September l, 
1938. ‘hese fishery products originated in 27 States, Alaska, and 6 Provinces of Canada. 





It is interesting to note that of the total receipts during the mc.uth approximately 
16 percent came from Canada. The most important single State, in total poundage, contrib- 
uting to Chicago's wholesale market during the month was Michigan with 694,000 pounds, 
consisting principally of lake trout and blue pike, while Louisiana followed with 351,000 
pounds, due primarily to increased activity in the shrimp fishery. 


SILVER SALMON CATCH GOOD ON COLUMBIA RIVER 


The gil 1 atch of silver salmon on the Columbia River and coastal streams in the 
Pacific Northwest was good during the latter part of October and early Sovenber, showing 
stivity over the average for recent years. This condition is 

attributed to the virtual cessation of deep-sea trolling during the latter part of the 


season. The catch of both silver and chum salmon in this area decreased toward the end 
of November with only relatively few drifts for chum salmon being made. 
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SALMON SEASON CLOSED NOVEMBER 20 ON PUGET SOUND 


In accordance with regulations prescribed by the State Fishery Department, all com- 
mercial fishing operations for salmon in Puget Sound for the fall season were terminated 
on November 20. During October and November the principal fishery in Puget Sound is that 
conducted for silver and chum (fall) salmon, with purse seines and gill nets. As compared 
with the season of 1937, the production of these species of salmon in 1938 showed a4 large 
decrease in both the purse seine and gill net fisheries, and canning operationa were prac- 
tically suspended. During November landings of chum salmon at Seattle amounted to only 
1,700,000 pounds, or 51 percent less than during the same month of the preceding year, 
while silver salmon landings amounting to 124,000 pounds declined 38 percent. 


PACIFIC HALIBUT SEASON CLOSED ON OCTOBER 29 


Landings of halibut by United States and Canadian fishing vessels at Puget Sound, 
British Columbia and Alaska ports during 1938 totaled slightly .over 48,000,000 pounds as 
compared with landings of 48,700,000 pounds in 1937. United States vessels landed 
36,000,000 pounds of the 1938 catch while 12,000,000 pounds were taken by Canadian vessels. 


The Pacific Coast halibut season was closed:-on October 29 by the International Pish- 
eries Commission and the final landing for the year was made et Seattle on November 9. 
Because of the closed season on the Pacific Coast, the only fresh halibut now available is 
that from the Atlantic Coast. Since landings at eastern ports are usually negligible dur- 
ing the winter months, it will be necessary for most consumers to rely on frozen stocks 
for their supplies. Domestic holdings’ of frozen halibut totaled 9,647,000 pounds on De~- 
cember 15 and are ample to supply the demand until the Pacific Coast halibut season is 
opened by the International Fisheries Commission. 


PACIFIC OYSTERS SHOW IMPROVED QUALITY 


Producers of Pacific (Japanese) oysters in the Willapa Harbor area have been enthu- 
siastic during the past fall over the unusually fine condition of these mollusks. As the 
season got under way in November, it was apparent that these oysters were in better condi- 
tion and much fatter than at any time that early in the season during the past few years. 
Seattle opening houses reported yields averaging close to a gallon of meats per bushel. 
The previous season was characterized by unusually thin and watery oysters, most of which 
yielded less than 5 pints to a bushel and were considered unsuitable for canning purposes 
mtil late in the spring. In spite of the excellent quality of oysters this year, prices 

re reported to have been unusually low. 


FROZEN FISH TRADE 


Frozen Fishery Supplies Above Normal 


Domestic holdings of frozen fishery products on December 15, 1938, totaled 90,678,000 
pounds, an increase of 13 percent as compared with those on the same date the previous 
year, and an increase of 19 percent as compared with the average holdings on this date 
during the preceding five years. The principal items in storage on December 15 were as 
follows: Halibut, mackerel, salmon, whiting, shrimp, and New England groundfish, the 
latter consisting largely of cod, haddock, and pollock fillets. 


Holdings in the New England States totaled 25,600,000 pounds, which is 1,900,000 
pounds greater than the amount in storage on the same date the previous year, but 
9,700,000 pounds less than the amount held in this section on December 15, 1936. It will 
be remembered that during the winter of 1936-1937 stocks of frozen fishery products 
reached a total of 94,700,000 pounds and were unusually large in the New England section. 
At that time, in order to relieve these large holdings, the Federal Surplus Commodities 
Corporation purchased approximately 12,000,000 pounds of frozen fish for distribution by 
relief agencies. 
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Holdings in the Middle Atlantic section, comprising the States of New York, New 
Jersey, and Pennsylvania, totaled 14,500,000 pounds on December 15, which is approximately 
the same as those on the same date of the previous two years. 


Cold storage stocks in the Pacific Coast States and Alaska, on December 15, totaled 
26,092,000 pounds, which is over 3,000,000 pounds greater than the holdings on the same 
date the previous year and nearly 6,000,000 pounds more than the holdings on December 15, 
1936. The increase in this section is accounted for by large stocks of salmon,. halibut 
and sablefish. 


Holdings of frozen fresh-water fish were exceptionally large and contributed mate- 
Trially to the increase in current supplies. These fish were being retained largely in the 
States bordering on the Great Lakes. The principal species in stcrage were as follows 


Ciscoes, lake trout, yellow perch, whitefish, and blue pike. 


Current holdings of important items which were less than those of a year ago were 
cod, haddock, and rosefish fillets; swordfish;and weakfish. 


Shrimp Cold Storage Holdings Large 


At the request of various members of the fishery industry, the collection of col 
storage statistics on the freezings and holdings of shrimp was undertaken in July 1938. 
Data collected since then show that monthly holdings of this shellfish have ranged between 
1,000,000 and pounds. Freezings totaled approximately 550,000 pounds in July bu 





declined to less than half that amount in August and September. Since then, an average of 
1,690,000 pounds has been frozen monthly. Holdings have increased each month since Septem- 
ber and totaled over 5,500,000 pounds on December 15. 

Shrimp ar ld in large penne in all sections of the United States. The 
largest holding ; meentrated {a the Middle Atlantic section, comprising the States 
of New Yor and peuneylvente, where 1,700,000 pounds were in storage 
December ° 1¢@ holdings of fishery products by sections show that current 
stocks of frozen shrimp are more evenly distributed throughout the United States than are 


those of any other species of frozen fish or shellfish. 
Boston Fish Holdings Decline 


Holdings of fro fish and shellfish at Boston on the last Wednesday of December to- 
taled 16,731,000 pounds. In comparison with the corresponding November date, this isa de- 
crease of 1,215,000 pounds, or 7 percent. This decrease was accounted for largely by re~ 
duced quantities of haddock fillets and whiting. Of the total holdings, 9,409,000 pounds 
consisted of fillets, principally pollock, haddock, and cod. This is a decrease of 10 
percent from the previous month. 


In volume, pollock fillets led with 3,512,000 pounds, an increase of 791,000 pounds 
or 26 percent over November holdings. Following were haddock fillets with sharply de- 
creased holdings of 3,312,000 pounds, a decrease of 22 percent. Other items showing con- 
siderable decreases were smelt, sea herring, and squid. The holdings of flounders and 
sole, mackerel, and swordfish (Japanese) were considerably larger than a month ago. 


New York Holdings of Fishery Commodities 


Holdings of frozen fish, shellfish, and miscellaneous fishery commodities at New York 
City on the last Thursda; in December totaled 9,242,000 pounds. In comparison with Novem~ 
ber figures, this is a decrease of 269,000 pounds or 3 percent. Of the total holdings, 49 
percent consisted of salt-water fish, 23 percent fresh-water fish, and 28 percent shell- 
fish and miscellaneous fishery items. The reduction in holdings was accounted for largely 
by reduced quantities of mackerel and whitefish. 


N82 











January 1939 FISHERY MARKET NEWS ll 


In volume, mackerel with 718,000 pounds was the leading salt-water species in stor- 
age. This is a decrease of 19 percent as compared with November holdings. Following wes 
butterfish with 427,000 pounds, a decrease of 15 percent. 


As a result of heavy receipts during the month, the holdings of sturgeon increased 
sharply, making it the leading species in cold storage with respect to volume. The hold- 
ings of this species amounted to 995,000 pounds, which is an increase of 49 percent. Fol- 
owing sturgeon were ciscoes with 492,000 pounds, a decrease of 12 percent. 


Shrimp was the leading shellfish in storage with 1,425,000 pounds, an increase of 6 
percent. Scallops, decreasing 14 percent, were next with 627,000 pounds. 


Chicago Fish Holdings Increase 


Holdings of frozen fish, shellfish, and unclassified fishery items at Chicago totaled 
6,233,000 pounds on the last Thursday in December. This is an increase of 635,000 pounds 
or 11 percent over corresponding November holdings. The increase was accounted for large- 
ly by inereased quantities of lake herring, shrimp, whiting, and halibut. Of the total 
holdings, 43 percent consisted of fresh-water fish, 22 percent salt-water fish, 22 percent 
shellfish, and 13 percent unclassified fishery commodities. Items showing considerable 
decreases for the month were amelt, lake trout, and scallops. 


In volume, the leading species in storage was shrimp with 1,219,000 pounds, an in- 
crease of 22 percent over November figures. Lake herring, with a sharp increase of 148 
percent, was next with 825,000 pounds, followed by lake trout with 625,000 pounds,which was 
a decrease of 15 percent in camparison with November holdings. 


CANNED FISH TRADE 


Salmon Pack Above Normal 


It is estimated that the 1938 salmon pack in the Pacific Coast States, British Colum- 
bia and Alaska will total approximately 8,800,000 standard cases of 48 pounds each. This 
is slightly less than the amount canned in 1937 and over 1,500,000 cases less than the rec- 
ord pack in 1936. However, the past season's production is several hundred thousand cases 
greater than the average amount canned during the past ten years. 


The decline in production in 1938 as compared with the previous two years is ac- 
counted for principally by a smaller pack of pink salmon. The season's output of this va~- 
riety was nearly 1,300,000 cases less than in 1937 and approximately 1,700,000 cases less 
than the amount canned in 1936. 


Mieskea led in the production of canned salmon with a total pack of over 6,500,000 
cases, followed by British Columbia with approximately 1,700,000 cases. The pack of pink 
and red, or sockeye salmon, accounted for over 70 percent of the total amount canned. The 
production of pink salmon totaled over 3,400,000 cases, while in excess of 3,000,000 cases 
of red, or sockeye, salmon were packed. Chum salmon was the third most important variety 
canned, followed by silver salmon, and chinook salmon. Steelhead trout, which is included 
in the salmon group, ranked sixth in importance. 


Unsold Stocks -.of Canned Salmon Decrease 


Unsold stocks of canned salmon on November 30 amounted to 2,855,000 cases (equiva- 
lent of 48 one-pound cans), as compared with 2,963,000 cases at the end of the preceding 
month, and 3,996,000 cases on November 30 the previous year, according to a statement 
prepared by the Association of Pacific Fisheries. Alaska reds accounted for 46 percent 
of the current unsold stocks; pinks, 38 percent; chums, 6 percent; cohoes, silvers, and 
1/82. 
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medium reds, 5 percent; and fancy red and standard chinooks, 3 percent. Puget Sound sock= 
eye, ‘pale and white chinooks, bluebacks and steelheads combined contributed the remainder 
of the unsold stocks on hand. 


faine Sardine Pack Smallest Since 1932 


According to information submitted by the Maine Sardine Packers’ Association, the 
pack of sardines in Maine during 1938 emounted to approximately 657,000 cases. This is 
but little more than one-third of the pack in 1937 and is the smallest since 1932. This 
restricted pack is directly attributable to the scarcity of herring, from which sardines 
are produced, off the North Atlantic Coast. Stocks of, canned sardines in the hands of 
packers at the end of the year amounted to about 50,000 cases as compared with 500,000 
cases on the same date a year ago. Packers’ prices of Maine sardines at the end of Decem- 
ber follow: Keyless, 1/4 pound, in oil or mustard, $4.00 to $4.25 per case; key, deco- 
rated, 1/4 pound, in oil, $4.25 to $4.50 per case; key, cartoned, 1/4 pound, in oil or 
mustard, $5.00 to $5.25 per case; and keyless, 3/4 pound, in mustard, $3.70 to $3.80 per 
case. 


California Sardine Pack Larger 


The pack of California sardines for the fall season of 1938, until November 30, 
amounted to the equivalent of 985,000 standard cases of 48 one-pound cans, as campared 
with 760,000 cases on the same date the previous year, according to information released 
by the Division of Fish and Game of the State of California. Seventy-one percent of the 
pack during the fall period of 1938 was produced in Monterey and Northern California, 
while the remainder was canned in the San Pedro and San Diego districts. 


alifornia Mackerel Pack Shows Small Increase 


The pack of canned mackerel in California during the first eleven months of 1938 
amounted to 767,000 standard cases of 48 one-pound cans, as compared with 748,000 cases in 
the corresponding period of 1937, according to figures released by the State of California's 
Division of Fish and Game. Nearly 95 percent of the pack was produced in the San Pedro 
district, with smaller quantities processed in the San Diego and Monterey districts. 


California Tuna Pack Under Previous Year 


Based on information supplied by the Division of Fish and Geme of the State of Cali- 
fornia, the pack of tuna and tunalike fishes for the first eleven months of 1938 amounted 
to about 2,606,000 standerd cases of 48 one-half pound cans,compared with 2,924,000 stand- 
ard cases for the same period in 1937. While there was a decrease in the pack as compared 
with the corresponding period of the previous year, the pack for the eleven months’ period 
of 1938 nearly equalled that of the calendar year 1936, and exceeded the pack for any pre- 
ceding year. Yellowfin tuna contributed 47 percent of the pack of tuna and tunalike fishes 
for the year through November. The other commodities contributing to the total pack were 
striped tuna, 15. percent; bluefin tuna, 13 percent; albacore, 11 percent;bonito, 6 percent; 
yellowtail and tuna flakes, each 3 percent; and tuna, tonno style, 2 percent. 


It was interesting to observe that the pack of albacore in California during 1938 
exceeded that for any previous year since 1925. This increase was due largely to the 
receipts of this species from the recently exploited fishery off the coasts of Oregon and 
Washington. The pack of these fishes was concentrated in the San Diego and San Pedro dis-~ 
tricts, with the former district leading in the total output by 150,000 cases. 
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FOREIGN TRADE IN FISHERY PRODUCTS DECLINES 


Foreign trade statistics show that United States exports and imports of edible fish- 
ery commodities declined during the first eleven months of 1938 as canpared with the same’ 
period in the previous year. Exports amounted to 104,518,000 pounds, a decline of 2 per- 
cent, while imports amounted to 275,835,000 pounds, or 18 percent less than for the first 
eleven months of 1937. 


Two items accounted for the major portion of our exports of edible fishery products . 
These were canned salmon, 43,500,000 pounds, and canned sardines, 34,800,000 pounds. Ex- 
ports of canned salmon were 24 percent greater than those in the first eleven months of 
1937, while exports of canned sardines during the same period decreased 24 percent. 


The poundage of all principal items of edible fishery commodities declined during 
the first eleven months of 1938. Imports of fresh and frozen fresh-water fish and eels 
emounted to 44,621,000 pounds, a reduction of 12 percent as compared with those for the 
first eleven months in 1937; frozen tuna imports totaled 6,852,000 pounds, a decline of 
37 percent; while imports of canned sardines amounted to 19,854,000 pounds, a reduction 
of 25 percent as compared with imports of this product during the same period in the 
previous year. 
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Item Month Latest Month Same Month Previous Month 
1937 
FRESH FISH LANDINGS 
Boston, Mass. ...seese eC ecccccccccccccce coccccd BOURMDOR coccccdtcccscocisovve 23,557 29,335 24,103 
Gloucester, Mass. ...secceceeces PPTTTTTiT TTT ° do eccccccccccccccccces 6,244 9,061 5,403 
Portland, Me. ccccccccccccccccccccccsscccccces do eee eeercesseeseseeees 1,484 1,100 1,407 


Boston, Gloucester, and Portland: 
COD. wccccvcscscccvcecccces 
Haddocks sscesees 
POllLOCKssecssesess ecccccescce 
ROSOTISN. cccccesccccsecceseseseces 

Pacific Coast: 

Halibut, North Pacific ports.....sees 
Halibut, Seattle.. 
FISH R 

Salt-water fish....scscceees 

Fresh-water LiShsccccccccccccscsscccccccsssses 

Shellfish, O66. cocccccceccccccccccccccccceces 

BY CPUCK se cocccccccccccccccccccccccccececcceces 

BY OXPTOSSccccccccccccccescccccevesecccccccces 

By freightecccscessecs 

COLD 

New York, N. Y.: 
Salt<water fisbeeseccccccccccccessccccccess 
Fresh-water fish..... 
Shellfish, etc. secessecs 

Boston, Mass.: 

Salt-water fishssccccccccscsccccccsscccsecs 


Cee eeeeeeeseseeeos 










STOF 


Fresh-water figh..ssseee eoeccccsveceescese 

a ee eee eeecseseee 
Chicago, Ill.: 

Saltq-water fisdssscccsscccsccccccsesceseces 

Fresh-water fish..sescecees eeccece eseccscos 

Shellfish, etc. cescessccecs 

Unclassified......+. 


United States: 
Haddock fillets. ° ° 
Halibdutecccccccccccescvsscssscsesseseesssses 
MACKOTClecccccccccecscesess 


ROSCTIGN. -cccccccesseccecssesssccsscesesese 





SALMON. coccccccccccccsccsscccscecscvcccecce 
WHITING. cccccccccccccccccccscesccesceseeess 
SHTiIMPsccccccccscscecsesessesccesssesssssese 
New England, all species.cescesess 
Middle Atlantic, all species.... 
South Atlantic, all specieSssssscccccceseceece 
North Central East, all specieseccssssccsseses 


Seeeeseseece 


North Central West, all specieS...ssscesceses ° 
South Central, all Species..cccscccsssscessees 
Pacific, all specieB..seses 

FOREIGN FISH 





Exports: 
All edible fishery commodities.....eee. 
Camned Salmoneccccssesecesss 
Camned sardineS.sccec-coees 
Imports: 
All edible fishery commodities. .cecccccscece 
Fresh-water fish and eels, fresh or frozen. 
Canned tunbcescccsccccccccccccsccessesecess 
Canned sardineSecessssecses 
Cod, haddock, hake, etc., pickled or salted 





eeeeeereesee 


Herring, pickled or salted..scccccccsescecs 
Crab meat, sauce, and paste..cccccccesecess 
Lobsters, not Camnedsccccccsccessesecsececs 
Lobsters, Cannedsccecscsseces eoesece esecccece 


do 
do 
do 
do 


Cee eee eseseseeeeeeee 
CORP e eee ee eeeeeeee 
COCO Cee EOS EEeE EE EE ee 


COC C CC eee EES EEE EE eee 


do Co eeceseseseresecosse 
do eee eccccccesecesccess 
do TETTTITITTiTi irri 


do eee 


do 


eee esceeseseeee 


Ceeereseseeesseoeeeee 


do Ce eeereccesssescesece 
a 
do Co eeeesecceeseesecose 
° Coeeerccccesccsccooss 
ecember ..ecces TrETeTT TTT Tt . 
in 
do eeeereeesececesesoces 
do Cee rccecsesesesesecs 
do Cee eeseesescccesoeses 
Ac 
dic eee eeeeecsesessoceees 
Ao 
i eee ecerccccsccocccces 
do Cee eereeseseceeeseees 
a¢ Seeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 
a¢ + eeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeece 
eoeecesesecesssoceeoe 
Ceeccercceesceseees 
d Coeerecesccesscsece 
do ee eeceeerceseeeeeeses 
do 
a oe eeeeereceseseecesee 


CoO eee er eeeeeseeeoeee 
Co eeeeeeereseesseeese 
COSCO SHOE EE OE SESE SEY 
CO eeerereseseeseseres 
eeeeeees 


eeeeereseseoe 


CRO eS e ee eeeEeseeesese 


do eee eesescesesecesesee 
Ao 
io Cee oeeereeeeeseeseses 
ac COSCO E ESE EOE EEEEEE 
a 


O COSCO ESET ES ESE E EES 


November .«. 


eeeeeeeeseseeseses 


do ee eeeerecccsceceesoss 
do Coe eercescvsceseseese 
do Cee eeereeseessoeesese 
do Ceeccosesescscseceese 
do OC eeeccereesecscececese 
do Corer eeecesesseeseees 
do eee eeeeereeeseceseres 


COSCO CEOS ESOS EE ESS 


7,794 
7,609 
7,987 
3,940 


9,786 
6,631 
8,537 
8,319 


863 - 
770 - 


a 

a 

~ 
wonwenn ww 


to 0 0 
ares 


15,513 (2) 
47 (2) 
1,170 (2) 
1,344 (2) 
2,674 (2) 
1,377 (2) 
838 (2) 
6,167 6,717 
9,647 8,330 
4,801 3,406 
1,782 2,502 


12,019 
7,562 
(2) 

23,719 
14,692 
2,934 
8,881 
5,714 
915 
23,036 


8,744 
1,641 
4,087 


37,368 
4,355 
354 
2,425 
5,127 
7,200 
445 
981 

67 


6,500 
8,576 
3,582 
5,746 


2,974 
1,665 


596 
2,083 
1,614 
1,009 


nee 
> © O 
are 


or 


1,212 
2,484 
1,203 


, 
5,027 
2 x 
2,363 


2,016 
30,099 





Consists of direct receiptea of dealers 
Data not available. 
Data for individual 


7, 
2/ 
3/ 


brokers, & 


and smokers. 


cities are as of the last Thursday of the month, except those at Boston which 


are for 


the last Wednesday 


of the month, and those for geographicel areas and the total of the United States which are as of the 15th of the month. 
4/ From data compiled by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Coumerce,. 


Note.-Data for the latest month are subject to revision. 
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‘PRINCIPAL FIELD OFFICES AND LABORATORIES 





OF THE U. S. BUREAU OF FISHERIES 


Division of Fishery Industries 





Boston, Mass., 253$ Northern Avenue, 
Market News Service. 


Chicago, Ill., 200 N. Jefferson Street. 
Market News Service. 


College Park, Md., Horticultural Build- 
ing, University of Maryland. Fisher- 
ies Technological Laboratory. 


Jacksonville, Fla., 309 Duval Building. 
Market News Service. 


New York, N. Y., S33-A Fulton Street. 
Market News Service. 


San Pedro, Calif., Post Office Building. 
Fishery Statistics. 


Seattle, Wash., 421 Bell Street Terminal. 
Market News Service 


Seattle, Wash., 2725 Montlake Boulevard. 
Fisheries Technological Laboratory. 


Division of Fish Culture 





LaCrosse, Wis. Divisional Headquarters. 


Seattle, Wash., 2725 Montlake Boulevard, 
Divisional Headquarters, 


Division of Scientific Inquiry 





Ann Arbor, Mich., University Musews,. 
Great Lakes Fishery Investigations. 


Beaufort, N. @. Fisheries Biological 
Laboratory. 


Cambridge, Mass., Room A-210 Harvard Bi- 
Ological Laboratory. North Atlantic 
Fishery Investigations. 


College Park, Md., Room FF14 Horticul+- 
tural Building, University of Maryland. 
Middle and South Atlantic Fishery In- 
vestigations. 


Columbia, Mo.,101 Willis Ave. Pollution 
Investigations. 


Milford, Conn.‘ Connecticut Oyster Inves- 
tigations. 


New Orleans, La., 336 Chartres St. Gulf 
Shrimp Investigations. 


Pensacola, Fla., Box 1456. Gulf Oyster 
Investigations. 


Seattle, Wash., 2725 Montlake Boulevard. 
Fisheries Biological Laboratory. 


Stanford University, Calif., Room 450-B. 
Pilchard Investigations. 


Division of Alaska Fisheries 





Juneau, Alaska, 


Federal Building. 


Alaska Fisheries Service. 


Seattle, Wash., 706 Federal Building. 


Alaska Fisheries Service. 











